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The federal super PAC supporting
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ presidential cam-
paign spent $34 million through June 30
and has $97 million still available to try
and revive the candidate’s !agging for-
tunes.

The PAC "led its "rst detailed "nan-
cial statement with the Federal Election
Commission on Monday. It shows that
26% of the nearly $131 million raised –
most of which was transferred from a
state political committee supporting
DeSantis’ 2022 campaign for governor –
has been spent with little to show for it.

Despite the PAC’s considerable
spending, just 17% of GOP primary vot-
ers back DeSantis compared to 54%

who support Trump, according to a New
York Times/Siena College survey re-
leased Monday.

The PAC still has plenty of money to
help DeSantis regroup after a di#cult
stretch, and he is increasingly reliant on
that outside spending after "ring sta$
and paring down his campaign to con-
serve resources. 

Trump’s Save America PAC, and the
pro-Trump Make America Great Again
Inc. super PAC, also reported their "-
nances Monday. 

Save America has less than $4 mil-
lion in cash after spending tens of mil-
lions on the legal bills of Trump and oth-
ers. Save America is requesting a $60
million refund of funds the PAC previ-
ously sent to Make America Great Again
Inc., which has $31 million in cash on
hand.

Never Back Down has spearheaded
DeSantis’ organizing e$orts on the 

PAC supporting DeSantis spent $34 million 
Poll shows expenditures
got little bang for bucks

Zac Anderson
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Florida Gov Ron DeSantis speaks at an event held by the Never Back Down PAC in
Tulsa, Okla., on June 10. The PAC reported spending $34 million through June 30
out of nearly $131 million raised. NATHAN J. FISH/THE OKLAHOMAN

See PAC SPENDING, Page 2B

A former longtime janitor at Duval
County Public Schools was sentenced
to a little more than four years in prison
after pleading guilty to a lesser charge
of lewd and lascivious molestation.

Wayne Willis Williams’ trial was set
to begin following jury selection Mon-
day, but the last-minute plea deal
means Williams will head straight to
prison to begin serving a sentence of 51
months, with credit for 265 days
served. He will be required to register
as a sex o$ender upon release.

Williams had been charged with 11
counts of sexual battery and lewd and
lascivious molestation, kidnapping
and showing obscene materials to a
minor. As part of his plea deal, prose-
cutors dropped the other charges, in-
cluding seven counts of sexual battery.

At the time of his arrest on Nov. 8,
the Jacksonville Sheri$ ’s O#ce sus-
pected Williams of potentially inap-
propriate behavior with students.
However, the charges he faced did not
involve a student where he worked.

Williams, 63, was arrested after a
girl reported she’d been sexually
abused by him from January 2019 until
August 2022. At least one time, she
said she was tied up and restrained
during an assault. 

Williams worked as a janitor for
nearly 30 years at several Jacksonville
schools. According to Duval County
Public Schools o#cials, he was re-
moved from Ramona Boulevard Ele-
mentary School in September after
they learned of the investigation. He
previously worked at Raines High, Kir-
by Smith Middle, Brentwood Elemen-
tary, Matthew Gilbert Middle, Louis
She#eld Elementary, San Mateo Ele-
mentary, Biscayne Elementary, First 

Ex-school
custodian
enters
guilty plea
Molesting charge brings
4-year prison sentence

Anne Schindler
First Coast News

Wayne Willis Willams makes a court
appearance after his November 2022
arrest. The former school custodian
was charged with multiple sex
charges involving minors. VIDEO

IMAGE/FIRST COAST NEWS

See GUILTY, Page 2B

Brevard County death row inmate
James Barnes is scheduled to die by le-
thal injection Thursday, ending his life
behind bars decades after he murdered
two Space Coast women – including his

wife – during the 1980s and ‘90s.
Barnes, who is 61 and used to live just

outside West Melbourne city limits, is
scheduled to be executed at 6 p.m.
Thursday at the Florida State Prison in
Raiford. This would be Florida’s "fth ex-
ecution in six months.

“Our family is glad the nightmare will
soon be over, and maybe we’ll be able to

sleep in peace,” Barnes’ older sister,
Beth Catron of Grant-Valkaria, told
FLORIDA TODAY last month. She de-
clined further comment for this story.

Barnes has declined to participate in
any media interviews prior to his execu-
tion, according to the Florida Depart-

Execution set for Brevard inmate James Barnes
Rick Neale
Florida Today

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See EXECUTION, Page 2B

The Fountains at St. Johns, near the
Nocatee and Beachwalk communities,
has nearly reached completion for its
"rst of three phases, including having
multiple retail sites already leased and
open.

Located on nearly 100 acres at the
northeast intersection of County Road
210 West and Interstate 95 in St. Johns
County, The Fountains at St. Johns is
near one of the fastest growing corri-
dors in Northeast Florida – Northern St.
Johns County – where 5,000 new

homes are planned or under develop-
ment, according to a July news release.

Cross Regions Group, a commercial
real estate company, announced a few
new businesses opening soon at The
Fountains, including mixed-use, medi-
cal and retail spaces. 

The Dolly Llama Wa%e Master, Dap-
per D’s Cigar Lounge and Scenthound
St. Johns are among the most recent
additions to the area, all either newly
opened or opening later in July.

The Fountains at St. Johns is a
mixed-use medical and retail develop-
ment that includes Ascension St. Vin-
cent’s Health Center on 34 acres of
property.

Cross Regions Group COO Doug
Smith said seeing all of these buildings 

Businesses at The Fountains
at St. Johns are now open

The Jax Spice restaurant is one of the anchor tenants already open in the second phase of the restaurant and retail
spaces of the Fountains. The buildout of the Fountains St. Johns development project off County Road 210 near I-95 in
northern Saint Johns continues. PHOTOS BY BOB SELF/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

First of three-phase
project almost complete

Alexandria Mans!eld
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union

USA TODAY NETWORK

Work underway in what will become
275 residential rental units in the
Southeast corner of the Fountains St.
Johns development complex. The
buildout of the project continues with
retail, office space and residential
housing. See THE FOUNTAINS, Page 3B
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leased with new retail and restaurant
businesses opening is a point of pride
for his organization.

Among future plans at The Fountains
are renderings for a 141-room
Home2Suites by Hilton; 174 upscale
apartments with 25,000 square feet of
retail on the !rst "oor; 276 apartments
from Madison Capital; a 13,000-square-
foot facility for Chappell Schools; and a
town square with 35,000 square feet of
retail and restaurants. The whole area is
divided into three unique sections:

“The Fountains at St. Johns is strate-
gically located at one of the most
sought-after sites in Northeast Florida,”
said David Ergisi, Cross Regions Group
president and CEO, in a news release.
“Our team’s reputation for excellence
and our development’s best-in-class
design and construction has resulted in
signi!cant demand for The Fountains at
St. Johns.” 

Fountains South

The southern part of The Fountains
at St. Johns is nearly complete, with
open restaurants including Culver’s,
Dunkin, Grumpy’s, Tikka Bowls & Ta-
cos, Sweet Cravings by Shar, Tiger
House, Green Papaya, Juice Tap and
JaxSpice already operating. 

Smith said Fountains South is “100%
leased,” with some spots already open
despite one last plot being under con-
struction still for this section.

Fountains North

Ascension St. Vincent’s St. Johns
County Hospital opened a 150,000-
square-foot hospital and 82,500-
square-foot medical o#ce building on
about 34 acres in 2022. Ascension St.
Vincent’s also has an approximate addi-
tional 6 acres for further expansion and
the ability to expand the current hospi-
tal building on the site.

Fountains East

The road to Fountains East also is un-
der construction still but, when it’s
completed, will lead to the !nal phase of
the complex with school, housing and
hotel amenities to make it “truly a live,
work and play environment,” Smith

said. 
In process or under construction in

Fountains East are the Hilton hotel, lux-
ury apartments and workforce housing
apartments. This area will also house a

private pre-school learning center.

What else is coming

Businesses opening later this sum-

mer include H2 Health St. Johns Phys-
ical Therapy, Apex Krav Maga, Salon
Honey + Sage and 4Ever Young Anti-Ag-
ing Solutions. Fountains South also will
include a Zaxby’s. 

Anejo Cocina Mexicana is targeting a
winter 2023 opening. Opening dates
have not been set for Jax Fish Fry, Rio
Bonito Grill & Empanadas and Bur Trans
Euro Deli and Bakery.

Florida Eye Specialists and ENT Spe-
cialists of North Florida are under con-
struction with plans to open in 2024.
Construction also is underway on Jack-
sonville University’s location at The
Fountains at St. Johns. The location,
which anticipates a summer 2024
opening, will be used as an educational
facility for Jacksonville University’s
healthcare sciences programs.

Future plans also include an assisted
living facility and wellness center but no
details are available for those develop-
ments yet.

The Fountains
Continued from Page 1B

A trench is prepared for the footers of what will be the Jacksonville University Satellite Campus building in the initial
Fountains development area. The buildout of the Fountains St. Johns development project off County Road 210 near I-95
in northern Saint Johns continues with retail, office space and residential housing all underway on July 14. BOB SELF/FLORIDA

TIMES-UNION

A sign advertises
availability of the
planned medical
building at the
Fountains initial
development area.
The buildout of the
Fountains St. Johns
development project
off County Road 210
near I-95 in northern
Saint Johns
continues with
retail, office space
and residential
housing all
underway on July 14. 


